Herbert Rowse Armstrong.
Sir H. Curtis Bennett
ordinary routine; you remember Miss Baker spoke about that,
in fact, it was identified with the other documents by Mr. Martin,
who signed it, and his name appears on the will; it is proved, and
probate is granted to Major Armstrong. The motives, say the
prosecution—he wanted to get the poor woman's money. He got
it, and he doesn't spend one farthing of it. The attempt was
made on Saturday to put this motive on its feet again by the
calling of Mr. Taylor. All Mr. Taylor proved was this, that
whilst Major Armstrong was abroad there was a debit balance in
the account which was, as I dare say many of our accounts are,
sometimes in debit and sometimes in credit. This was a debit
balance at that moment; so his clerk deposits these bearer bonds
in the name of Mrs. Armstrong—why they had not even been
transferred to his own name—deposits these securities as against
the then overdraft, and when Major Armstrong comes back he
pays ofi the overdraft and the bank is in credit. From that time
it is in credit and debit away till February of this year. The
securities are left there, not one penny piece of them is used. In
February of this year—perhaps you will not think it was a very
extraordinary thing that it was desired by Major Armstrong to
realise some securities for the purposes of his defence. At that
time he is going to sell some of these securities, an embargo is
put upon them, and the result is that the estate is still absolutely
intact. That is the motive that the prosecution say, and my
friend the Attorney-General last Monday said here, ct Who is it
that had the motive to get rid of this woman? " and pointed his
accusing finger at the prisoner in the dock. What do you think
of the motive—the will was signed by Mrs. Armstrong, signed by
Miss Pearce at Mrs. Armstrong's request, and, if you believe Miss
Pearce, signed by Lily Candy; according to Miss Pearce, Mrs.
Armstrong pointing to her saying, " There is Lily Candy, she
will sign." Having been signed, the object for which the prose-
cution suggest this ghastly murder took place, it is put in the
possession of the alleged murderer, and there it remains, and not
a farthing of that money was spent by him at all. That is one
motive.
The other motive which it is suggested is the motive, is in
my suggestion, and all I say to you is for the purpose of your
good consideration—it is not for me, I am glad to say, to deter-
mine this case—the other motive which is put forward is fantastic,
that that respectable lady whom you saw in the witness-box last
Thursday might become his wife. It is suggested, I suppose, that
Major Armstrong murdered his wife so that he might at some
future time marry that lady. What do you think of that being
put forward as a motive in this case of murder? Those are the
only two motives that, searching high and low throughout the
country, the prosecution ate able to put their hands upon* They
cannot suggest an unhappy married life; they can suggest nothing
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